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Greetings Redwing family and happy spring..I think? 
 I know it has been a long winter, and the spring is 
not off to a good start but before you know it, we 
will be celebrating all the great accomplishments 
that accompany the end of the year.  For the past 
couple of months, HHS has been extremely busy as 
you will see when you read through our newsletter. 
 Our faculty, staff, and students have been working 
so hard academically and have been accomplishing 
great things both in the classroom and outside the 
classroom.   
This past marking period we have had two trips that 
have taken our children to Italy, bringing history to 
life, and to St. Louis where for the first time ever 
our students competed at The Washington 
University Chemistry Tournament.  Our PGP 
Lunchbox lecture series has hosted historical panels 
as well as prominent community members sharing 
their stories and insights, bringing real-life 
situations to the classroom, providing relevance, and 
provoking interest and thought. 
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HONORS  - 27
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Principal's Message

PARCC SCHEDULE 

MAY

JUNE
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APRIL 30 TO MAY 3 - PARCC: ELA 9,10 
MAY 4 TO MAY 9 - PARCC: ELA 11 
MAY 10 TO MAY 14 - PARCC: GEOMETRY & ALGEBRA II 
MAY 15 TO MAY 17 - PARCC: ALGEBRA I 

9 - PTO MEETING, 6 PM 
18 - WILLY WONKA, 7 PM 
19 - WILLY WONKA, 2 PM 
20 - WILLY WONKA 2 PM 
25 - JUNIOR BOOK READING, 9 AM 
25 - 1:00 PM DISMISSAL 
28 - MEMORIAL DAY - SCHOOLS CLOSED 
29 - NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTION, 6:30 PM 
30 - ALL CITY SPRING CONCERT, 7 PM 
31 - HISPANIC CULTURE CLUB INDUCTION CEREMONY, 7 PM 

8 - SENIOR PROM, 4 PM 
12 - ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT DINNER, 6:30 PM 
13 - PTO MEETING, 6 PM 
14 - FLAG DAY CELEBRATION 
15 - END OF THE YEAR SHOWCASE, 6 PM 
20 - 1:00 PM DISMISSAL ENTIRE DISTRICT 
21 - 1:00 PM DISMISSAL FOR STUDENTS 
22 - 1:00 PM DISMISSAL FOR STUDENTS 
22 - GRADUATION, 6:00 PM 
25 - 1:00 PM DISMISSAL FOR STUDENTS; LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

In our guidance department, all underclassmen met with their counselor to choose their 
schedules for next year.  With so many exciting offerings this was no easy task, but it was 
completed and we are already building our schedule for next year.  Always feel free to reach out 
to your child’s guidance counselor with any questions you might have. 

Lastly, we wish Ms. Gleason well as she is going on maternity leave.  Be well, and we will see you 
soon.
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Biology Honors students test the effect of exercise on cellular respiration by measuring carbon 
dioxide production using bromothymol blue as an indicator. The presence of carbon dioxide 
turns the solution acidic, resulting in a color change. 

Honors Biology
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Did you know that yeast can blow up a balloon?  Another Biology Honors lab had students test 
the effect of glucose on fermentation rates in yeast cells. They assessed the fermentation rates 
by measuring the carbon dioxide production in the yeast cells. 

AP Biology
In AP Biology, students built a 

respirometer and measured 

cellular respiration rates in 

germinating peas. They used 

potassium hydroxide to absorb 

carbon dioxide so they could 

measure oxygen intake by the 

peas. 
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During a recent lab, environmental science students modeled plate tectonics by forming 
convergent, divergent and transform plate boundaries with edible treats.

Environmental Science
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Aquaponics
Students are thoroughly enjoying aquaponics in our little oasis in the city. Below, students are 
pictured harvesting kale and testing the water in the tilapia tank. The water is tested for pH, 
ammonia levels, nitrite and nitrate levels and temperature. Stay tuned for our Mother's Day 
flower sale from the seeds we recently planted. 
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We have been exploring chemical 

reactions. What creates cool colors 

when we mix two ionic compounds in 

water? What chemical reaction can 

we use to test for water hardness? 

Double replacement reactions such as 

the one performed by this student 

account for the formation of 

precipitates. In this reaction, sodium 

phosphate reacted with copper (II) 

chloride to form a ring-like white 

precipitate of sodium chloride which 

is also commonly called table salt.

Chemistry
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Pi is an irrational number because it is a nonterminating and nonrepeating decimal number. It 

has been represented by the Greek letter "π" since the mid-18th century. Math Club members 

celebrated Pi-Day on Wednesday, March 14th. All Math Club members and teachers wore Pi- 

shirts and had pizza pies for lunch. Our high school principal Ms. Piccapietra and vice principal 

Mrs. Gullo joined us to celebrate Pi-Day. Students took part in the Pi-digit writing contest. 

Amanda Hichez achieved first place with 95 digits and Demerara Davenport came in second with 

40 digits. We also celebrated the legendary theoretical physicist Albert Einstein’s birthday, who 

was born in Germany on March 14th (Pi-day), 1879. 

Math
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PLTW Computer Science
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PLTW Engineering

Robots are similar to humans if you 

consider that both use inputs and outputs 

to sense and react to the world. Most 

humans use five senses to perceive the 

world. Based on the input of these senses, 

your brain makes decisions to activate a 

response. Through muscle activation, the 

response can take many forms, such as 

speaking, moving your hand, or running. 

Robots behave similarly when the world is 

sensed through physical touch, ambient 

light intensity, or distance to a solid 

object. The robot processor translates 

these inputs and activates a response by 

triggering a motor or light emitter. 

The PLTW POE students are learning use 

the ROBOTC® software. They have 

assembled a testbed to monitor inputs 

and control outputs. This will allow them 

to test the behavior of components 

before writing a program and to use it as 

a troubleshooting tool for analyzing 

program performance. They are building 

up their skills in order write unique 

programs that can be used in many 

applications of our daily life. 

Students in Computer Science Essentials are 

currently working with Python and Django to 

create a website that lets people vote.  This is 

the first time students have created a website 

using Django, one of the most popular Python 

web frameworks.  Students are using a coding 

development environment from Cloud9 that 

allows them to code in the cloud.  Each 

environment is its own Ubuntu Linux 

container that allows students to edit code, 

execute commands at the command line and 

run a webserver. 
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PLTW Biomedical Science
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This marking period, the first year Biomedical students explored the personal side of life with 
diabetes. Students designed a “What to Expect” guide for patients confronted with a new 
diagnosis. Their guides offered insight into a typical day in the life of a diabetic and highlighted 
daily routines, restrictions, lifestyle choices and modifications, as well as tips for coping and 
acceptance. Students then designed an innovation that helps diabetics treat, manage, or even 
cure their disease. Students presented their designs in a "Shark Tank" style. Students from 
Stevens acted as investors that judged the innovations and presentations. Congrats to winners, 
Giselle and Arianna, with their GlucBot design!
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English Language Arts
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Seniors 
The seniors have been reading The Metamorphosis, and many of them are having 'a-ha moments' 
as they examine the text for symbols, themes, motifs.  The next step will be for students to create 
their own graphic novels based on transformations. 

Juniors  
Currently, the juniors are reading The Tragedy of Macbeth.  Students have been assigned roles and 
are eagerly 'getting into character' to best perform their roles.  Students have been fascinated by 
the callous nature of Lady Macbeth and the uncontrollable ambition Lady Macbeth and Macbeth 
possess.  Also, the students have been awestruck by the manipulation of the witches. 

Sophomores 
The 10th grade English classes finished reading The Color of Water and examining how personal 
histories are interwoven with people in previous generations. Their final projects focus on their 
individual identity in a larger community and include a variety of personal essays and visual 
responses. Next, they will start to look at how writers view the writing process and critique their 
own work while we gear up for the PARCC. 

Freshmen 
The Hoboken Historical Museum invited Mrs. Troutman's English I Honors classes to participate 
in the fourth annual Poetry in the Schools Program. On March 28th, the teaching artist and 
publication facilitator, Robert P. Hylton, visited Hoboken High School and performed for the 
participating students. After his performance, students analyzed "The Tropics of New York" by 
Claude McKay, then identified the similarities between McKay's and Hylton's poems in order to 
reflect on the immigrant experience. Each student's poem was submitted to the Hoboken 
Historical Museum for review in order to determine which students will participate in the master 
class with Robert P. Hylton on April 25th. From that group, three students will be selected to 
perform their poems at the Hoboken Historical Museum upon the release of the Poetry in the 
Schools Program publication.

The poet Robert Hylton works with Ms. Troutman's Honors English students.
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AP World History 
Ninth grade students of the  AP World 
History class have been engaged in 
group historical analysis, reflection and 
revision in an effort to sharpen 
historical thinking skills that will 
facilitate complex conceptual 
reasoning.  
Typical assignments include document 
based analysis, AP structured writing, 
and peer revision.  
We are currently focusing on the 
impact of the Industrial Revolution, 
globalization and world conflict. The 
goal is to be prepared for the College 
Board AP World History test on May 
17th. 

World History
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Congratulations to the Model United 
Nations team who, in March,  
competed for the first time ever in 
this prestigious simulation program 
against 25 other schools.  After 
months of preparation both in class 
and after school, the team 
represented Germany in the  Hudson 
County Model United Nations 
competition. Beforehand, students 
received briefings on current socio- 
economic and political issues 
relating to Germany and the world. 
They created a liberal progressive 
perspective in their preparation, 
and had to push their political 
agenda forward in a diplomatic way. 

The team won two awards: Best 
delegation- Andrew Moya, Anthony 
Sessa 
Honorable mention: Amanda Hichez  

They can't wait to go back next 
year!  

Model United 
Nations
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U.S. History and World Geography

AP United States History II  
During Women's History Month, students were invited to a Lunchbox Lecture of Hoboken's 
Female Firsts. They heard from Maria Pepe, Dr. Christine Johnson, Annette Chaparro and 
Vanessa Falco. Junior Loany Mendoza had the following reflection, "All the stories shared proved 
to me that they started small, and later on became something big. They didn’t let 
discouragement get in their way, and they used their weaknesses and mistakes as a strength, and 
lessons. Sometimes fighting for something but being too late to be a part of it, is better than it 
never existing. That’s what came to my mind when Maria Pepe told us her story, of being the 
first girl to play little league baseball, but after fighting for that right, she was too old to be a 
part of it. But because she fought for something she loved and desired it came true, and now any 
gender can play little league baseball." 

AP Human Geography 
Students in AP Human Geography primarily focused on this overriding question: why do people 
live where they live?  They considered the various “push” and “pull” factors which move people 
around the globe and the patterns of migration that contribute to dynamic and changing 
cultures. Considerable effort was spent on refugee crises, both historical and current, and 
immigration law.  These topics were served well by applying concepts to case studies and 
provided ample fodder for lively debate.  
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United States History I 
Students who are currently taking USI studied the atrocities that took place regarding slavery 
and how this evil needed to be abolished.  Classes studied the Dred Scott case and how it further 
divided the country.  There were numerous engaging lessons regarding Frederick Douglass and 
his quest for equality.  In addition, each class looked at how Lincoln handled the Civil War and 
his plan on how to reunite the country and move the war-torn country forward.  

United States History II 
Students in US History II have focused on the Great Depression and America's response in the 
form of the New Deal. They debated the role of the government in the US economy while also 
reflecting on the effectiveness and lasting impact of some of its programs. Additionally, students 
have studied the causes and effects of WWII, by discussing how America should respond to 
global crisis. This led to the development of the Cold War as the United States and the 
Soviet Union emerged as superpowers.  
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Irish Heritage Culinary Lunch Buffet: 
This year in order to celebrate Irish 
American culture, Culinary students read 
various articles dealing with the hardships 
that faced many Irish during the 19th 
century.  The students  learned about the 
potato blight, unscrupulous landlords, and 
the exodus of the Irish to North America. 
We explored the traditional foods 
consumed by the Irish and the Irish 
American.  We work on creating a 
Irish beef stew, soda bread, colcannon, 
Irish apple cake, ahocolate potato 
cake, roasted pork and boiled cabbage. 

Chinese New Year's Celebration: 
Chef Nelson and Ms. Tsai (Mandarin 
teacher) came together to teach their 
students how to make gou tie 鍋貼, 
commonly known as potstickers. We 
started by creating the filling and then we 
worked on making and shaping the 
wrappers. On the final day we cooked 
the gou tie and had a nice tasting of an 
authentic Chinese food. 

Unity Luncheon 
The culinary class prepared an assortment 
of food items after researching different 
areas of the United States.The students 
had to create menus focusing on the food 
culture of their area. We had menus 
showcasing the foods of Atlanta, Memphis, 
Chicago, New York City, Kansas City, DC 
and New Orleans.  The menus consisted 
of four items: a vegetable dish, meat dish, 
starch and either a dessert or appetizer. 
Mr. MacAulay, Mr. Stasiak, Ms. Hoyt,  Ms. 
Miller, Ms. Kolanci and Chef Nelson 
worked with Mr. Barfield and Mr. Munuz 
to organize this celebration.  We were all 
able to enjoy musical selections performed 
by the Rocking Redwings and the choir. 
 Demeara Davenport recited a moving 
excerpt from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
“I have a dream” speech. 

Culinary Arts
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During the third marking period we expanded the students' interest level by offering new 
activities.  Giving the students yoga allowed them to take a break from their daily stress, while 
blending techniques of balance, strength, flexibility and power in a different fitness format. 

Ping Pong was another fan favorite in physical education; students worked on hand-eye 
coordination in a more acute setting.  They were able to play as singles, as doubles, and in a 
tournament style. 

Floor Hockey was an excellent combination of strategy and teamwork, while having fun and 
working on their cardiovascular endurance.  Teams followed the rules, created passing patterns, 
and really enjoyed the competitive nature of the game! 

Some other activities offered were Volleyball and Basketball, and Wiffle Ball which always gets 
many students involved.  During the period they are working together as a team, improving their 
communication abilities and, of course, improving their fitness.  All of our activities target 
mental focus, physical fitness, and we encourage all students to interact with each other, 
everyday.     

I S S U E  1
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Physical Education



I S S U E   3 2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8

Guidance
HHS students explored NJIT at the NJIT 

splash program in which high school 

students tried STEM projects.  Classroom 

activities ranged from Programming with 

Python,  Scratch, Android Development, to 

Learning How to Build a PC and so many 

more! 

College Planning Night 

On March 22 our guidance department 

invited all sophomores and juniors to 

attend College Planning Night. This 

incredibly informative event is crucial to 

juniors in their college application 

process, and is a wonderful introduction 

for sophomores, as they begin to consider 

their post high school plans. 

Four college admissions professionals 

attended the event, representing Kean 

University, The George Washington 

University, Stevens Institute of 

Technology, and The College of 

Saint Elizabeth. Representatives reviewed 

the college application process, discussed 

the college essay and letters of 

recommendation, the importance of the 

courses chosen by students for each year 

of high school, financial aid, scholarships, 

and many more important topics for our 

college bound students. They also shared a 

number of mistakes and pitfalls that they 

see as admissions representatives, and 

advised our students on how to avoid 

these. 

Parents and students had an opportunity 

to ask questions both in the group and 

individually after the event. We had a great 

turnout for this important event, and any 

parents who were not able to attend are 

invited to contact their child's counselor 

for an individual meeting. 
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According to the Centers for Disease Control, almost 70 percent of high school students are not getting 
enough sleep on school nights. Teens should get between eight to ten hours of sleep but most are 
getting closer to seven.  

Lack of sleep can result in poor school performance and behavior problems as well as the more serious 
health consequences of increased stress, depression,  mood disorders, and obesity.  

Teens are encouraged to set a regular and reasonable bedtime and waking time and to stick to it, even 
on the weekends. and to limit electronics. 

Nurse Notes
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Healthy sleep 
habits for 
teens

Set a regular 
bedtime 
 
Limit caffeine 
intake 
 
Get regular 
exercise 
 
Have a wind 
down period 
before 
bedtime, with 
soft music or 
yoga 
 
Place 
electronics out 
of reach



I S S U E  1 2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8

The past few months in Art class have been rather busy. We have been working on many different 
styles of art including printmaking, painting, and pointillism. We have learned about artists such 
as, Keith Haring, George Seurat, Faith Ringgold, and learning about different cultures in art such as 
the Day of the Dead. The students have also been working very hard in preparation of the upcoming 
theatre production of Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory by constructing the bulletin board that 
leads into the auditorium, preparing lots of glitter candies, and painted characters. 

Coming up in May, we are pleased to announce the Teen Arts Show, in which our students will be 
displaying their best artwork from throughout the year, and it will take place in Bayonne Public 
Library 
May 8-11th. 

Art
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Joseph Fontaina

Celia Malba Anthony Sessa

Steven Hampton 

Laylanee Rivera

Lorenzo Frazier
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The band and chorus have been 

working hard to prepare music for 

festival and concert season.  The 

two groups will be competing in 

the Trills & Thrills Festival at Six 

Flags Great Adventure on May 11th, 

as well as the Hudson County Teen 

Arts Festival on May 22nd and 24th. 

 The high school concert band will 

also be competing in the First 

Annual Memorial High School 

Festival on April 19th. 

The spring also brings parade 

season.  The Rockin’ Redwings 

recently performed in the Hoboken 

Baseball Parade on April 14th and 

will be marching in the Hoboken 

Memorial Day Parade on May 23rd. 

 Director Dave Stasiak has 

recruited some of Wallace’s 

precocious 6th grade  band 

members to get them a head start 

in marching band for the fall. 

Choir members joined together 

with the Drama Club to hold the 

Second Annual Disney Concert and 

Sing-along on Friday, March 23. 

The event is wildly popular in the 

community and raised money for 

the Peter J. Antonelli Arts 

Scholarship, awarded to students 

who have been involved in the 

performing arts throughout high 

school and are continuing on to a 

four-year school. The High School 

Spring Concert will take place 

in June, on a date to be announced.

The Rockin' Redwings
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Day of Steam -  Part 1 -Theater Day
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On March 10, diverse areas of the high school 

joined together to create a day of STEAM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 

Mathematics). The day started off with 

Theater Day, a series of workshops for parents 

and kids in town. Nine high school students 

were responsible for teaching two classes 

each at this event. They spent a few weeks 

writing the workshop descriptions and 

preparing what they would teach in the 90 

minute time slot. Five high school students 

worked the school store concession stand. 

These 14 students were raising money for 

participation in the International Thespian 

Festival in Lincoln Nebraska. Photos are from 

the following workshops: Acting out 

Fairytales, Musical Theater, and Stage, Set and 

Props. About 50 students and parents 

registered for the various workshops and 

enjoyed themselves thoroughly.  
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Day of Steam - Part 2 - Makers Day
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Immediately following the theater workshops, parents and students plunged into more hands-on 

activities in our first ever Makers Day. Mrs. McGreivey, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Cheng and Mr. Williams plus a 

cadre of devoted students and volunteers from the extended Redwing family set up and ran tables to let 

community members try their hands at LittleBits electronics, robotics, origami, slime making, bath bomb 

making, button making, posing in the photo booth, 3D printing and upcycling from junk. The New Jersey 

Makers Day statewide program has been taking place all over New Jersey for several years, but this was 

our first time participating. It was so wildly successful that we will definitely do it again next year. 
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The weather is finally starting to turn for the better as the Redwings are preparing for our Spring 

Season! 

Building off a winter season where Girls Bowling and Girls Swimming had their best seasons in program 

history, our Indoor Track program had its biggest participation numbers in over two decades, and Boys 

and Girls Basketball competed valiantly in their County and State Tournaments, the Redwings have a lot 

to look forward to this spring. 

Visit the athletic website (www.hobokenredwings.org) for roster and/or schedule information on  Girls 

Lacrosse, Baseball, Softball, Outdoor Track, or Boys Volleyball! 

Way to go Redwings!

Athletics
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PGP Activities
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HHS Personal Growth Period is a dynamic time during the 

school day in which students can participate in a variety of 

academic and interest-based activities. 

Follow us on twitter @HobokenHSPGP   

If you are interested in collaborating with Hoboken High 

School about a topic that you feel may be relevant to our 

students please email: anna.gullo@hoboken.k12.nj.us 

PGP Workshop Series: Leadership 

Bootcamp with Ms. Elizabeth Barry. 

Students will be working on finding 

their voice and share their passion. 

Students will develop a topic about 

which they are passionate and 

workshop it into a TED Talk style 

presentation. 

Art: 

PGP is a great time to relax with art, 

or put in more time with an art 

passion project. The art room is one 

of the many locations students can 

choose for their PGP time. Also 

available are academic labs, the 

Student Center, and a host of club 

meetings take place during this time 

also.  

Safesitter:    Six students completed 

the Safesitter certification class 

during PGP in marking period 3. 

Students learned child care basics, 

child development, first aid, choking 

infant rescue, choking child rescue, 

infant CPR, child CPR, safety indoors, 

outdoors and online, as well as how 

to run a babysitting business. The 

class follows a nationally recognized 

curriculum created by a physician. 

 Another group is set to begin in 

marking period 4. 
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The PGP Lunchbox Lecture Series is a program designed to connect professionals in an area or field with 
Hoboken HS students to give the students an insight into three areas: Contemporary Issues, Career 
Exploration, and Health & Wellness. During the third marking period we were fortunate to host a number 
of outstanding speakers: 

Career Explorations: Social Work & Local Goverment with Emily Jabbour, Hoboken City Councilperson 
Female First Responders Panel with HPD Sergeant Melissa Gigante, HFD Captain Maria Diaz, JCMC 
Paramedic Magaly Rivera and JCMC Trauma Nurse Amanda Hanna  

Contemporary Issues: Defining Autism with Kerry Magro.  
The Role/History of the African-American In Hoboken. Hobkenite & Community Actvist Dorothy McNeil 
shared her experiences. 

Health and Wellness:  Safety Awareness with Sgt. Melissa Gigante, Det. Chrissy Collins, P.O. Liana 
Palladino and Professional Coach Amy Warshawsky speaking to students about topics including situational 
awareness, accountability partners and social media safety 
Women’s Health Issues . Lecture given by Bianca Rosa & Mariekarl Vilceus-Talty, JCMC-RWJBarnabas. This 
was a part of our Women’s History & Empowerment Month. 

PGP Lunchbox Lecture Series 
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In the student center, Ms. Guiler has partnered 
with True Mentors for their Junior True Mentors 
Internship program (J-TIPS) to help students 
develop the professional and personal skills needed 
to be successful post high school. The past few 
weeks, the workshops have covered topics 
including community service, resume writing, 
professionalism in the workforce, and learning 
about their ongoing internship projects. 
Additionally, Ms. Guiler has teamed up with our 
soon-to-be certified Safe Sitters for two workshops 
on Resume Writing and Interview Skills to help 
them be best prepared for obtaining babysitting 
jobs with local families. 

The Girl Power group, facilitated by Ms. Blue and 
Amy Warshawsky, is participating in the Parachutes 
For The Planet™ project. This project is collecting 
parachutes  from around the world for the 
upcoming large exhibition on Earth Day, Sunday, 
April, 22, 2018 in Washington, DC. 

These parachutes are decorated with artwork and 
comments by students, individuals, and 
organizations that describe: 1) How they are living 
sustainably 2) How their local environment is 
affected by climate change and 3) Their message of 
hope. 

Dr. D’Elia has once again partnered with Prevent 
Child Abuse, NJ to bring the My Life My Choice 
series to our female students.  They will be 
completing the workshop by early June and be 
equipped to protect and advocate for themselves in 
the event of a threat to their safety. 

Student Center
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Child Study Team
On Thursday, March 23, the Child Study Team 
at HHS invited Kamlesh Mehrotra, a 
representative from the Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation Services (DVRS), to speak with 
seniors and parents about post-secondary 
services.   DVRS provides services that enable 
individuals with disabilities to find and keep 
jobs.   

Case Managers and guidance counselors will 
refer students with an IEP or 504 Plan to DVR 
before graduation.  We encourage students and 
parents to follow up with the office. A DVR 
counselor will help you choose a career that 
will match your interests, skills, and abilities. 
 Contact the Child Study Team with questions.  
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The National Honor Society students assisted 
with Makers Day on March 10th, as well as 
partnered with other student groups to set up 
the Day of Action (Parkland remembrance). 
They are all set to participate in the Hoboken 
Spring Fling town clean up on April 21st.  

The application process for sophomores and 
juniors has begun. Out of 51 eligible students, 
30 have submitted applications and will be 
interviewed in early May. Our induction for 
those selected will be held on May 29th.  
   

 

The HMC conference may be over, but the 
mock government simulations are not. HMC 
students participated in a Mock Freeholder 
Meeting on March 20th . Students took on the 
roles of Hudson County freeholders, county 
deputy sheriff, county administrator and clerk, 
as they discussed, debated and voted on 
resolutions and ordinances concerning a 
variety of topics, such as school safety, road 
construction and community and police 
relations. The Hudson County freeholders 
hosted lunch and county officials gave advice 
to students and taught them various aspects of 
county government. 

Harvard Model Congress

National Honor Society

Clubs and Activities

The Hoboken High School Literary Magazine is 
hard at work putting together this year's 
publication. They have held two poetry events 
for all Hoboken High School students this 
marking period. These events are designed to 
show students that anyone can write a poem. 
They're trying hard to debunk all of the 
misconceptions about poetry and writing poetry, 
and Hoboken High School students have come 
through with some great new poems as a result. 
The Literary Magazine staff is looking forward to 
putting out a magazine this Spring that our 
community will love. All students are welcome to 
contribute! 

Literary Magazine

Library

At the start of the marking period, Mrs. 
McGreivey set up a "Blind Date with a Book" 
display to promote reading with a Valentine's 
Day theme.  Students were encouraged to take 
a chance on a book wrapped in brown paper 
based on a few clues and keywords written on 
the wrapper. Participants were invited to a 
blind date rating party with brownies 
(prepared by Chef Nelson) to discuss the 
books they borrowed.  

The Pearson Book Club completed their 
reading of the science fiction novel Feed by 
M.T. Anderson. Our Pearson friends invited us 
to lunch at their office to discuss this book, 
which portrays a future in which the Internet 
(feed) is no longer accessed via an external 
device, but is wired into people directly.  
 



I S S U E  1 2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8

On March 14th, our entire student body held a remembrance of those who lost their lives at the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School shooting in Parkland, FL.  Our student leaders from various clubs planned 
the event. Members of the student body prepared orange ribbon pins for all involved. At 10:00 am on that 
date, all students walked out of class and proceeded to the lobby area. There they sat silently for 17 
minutes to honor the 17 who died that day. Each minute Ms. Piccapietra read the name of one of those 
lost over the PA system. Students and staff were very moved by the event. 

Day of Action
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A group of intrepid Redwings went on a grand tour of Italy over our spring break. After landing in Milan, 
they drove to Verona to see Juliette’s balcony and to explore the amazing city. From Verona, they moved 
on to Venice.  There they enjoyed a guided walking tour of this unique pedestrian city.  They visited the 
Doges’ Palace, the Museo Correr and the Archeological Museum.  They saw a glassblowing demonstration 
and learned the history and tradition of Venetian glass. The Redwings enjoyed a gondola ride around 
Venice and had free time to explore the city. 

On day 4 of the trip they moved on to Bologna, one of the food capitals of the world (they invented 
lasagna, tortellini and more). Bologna is a beautiful city with a magic of its own; it hosts the oldest 
university in the world, which is still nowadays one of the most popular in Italy.   
   
Day 5 saw them arrive in Florence which turned out to be their favorite city of the trip. They took a 
guided walking tour of area around the leaning tower including entry into the Cathedral and Baptistery.  

On day 6 they visited the spiritual city of Assisi and found the peace and harmony of it all to be 
breathtaking. They had the best-guided tour yet, including a visit to the Basilica of St. Francis and 
learned about the devotion of St. Francis and how he began his religious order. 

Of particular interest to history lovers was the visit to Pompeii, where they saw an incredible city frozen 
in time. They were able to appreciate the daily life of the people who lived in Pompeii and how surprised 
they were by the eruption of the volcano.  They had an amazing lunch in an authentic restaurant where 
we ate the best pizza.   

The island of Capri was the destination on day 8, requiring an early morning ferry ride to get there. A 
cruise around the island offered stunning views of the grand villas owned by the rich and famous as 
vacation homes.  It was a fascinating sightseeing tour of an incredible place with so much history and 
beauty.  After the cruise, they had a guided tour across the island to the “Garden of Augustus” where 
they enjoyed great views down on the Faragliori Rocks.   

The final stop was Rome, where they began their bittersweet goodbyes to this astonishing country. 
Following a guided tour of the Vatican, they saw the Sistine Chapel and visited St. Peter’s Basilica. No 
trip to Rome would be complete without the following:  the Colosseum, the Spanish Steps, Trevi 
Fountain, Piazza Navona and the Pantheon. The tired Redwings returned home with new insights from 
their travel, having learned magnificent things about Italy, the values of the people and their way of life.

Classrooms Without Walls
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The Heroes and Cool Kids program directly impacts young lives by raising awareness about peer 

pressure, school violence, intolerance, unethical behaviors, as well as reducing the use of drugs, alcohol 

and tobacco, and delaying the age of experimentation. After receiving training by staff of the Heroes and 

Cool Kids organization, pictured below,  Hoboken High School students have begun to facilitate group 

workshops to all current 5th grade students in the district. Our selected Heroes and Cool Kids will 

make  three presentations to the fifth graders.. They began by facilitating ice breakers and delivering a 

motivational message. The second presentation addresses bullying, bystander responsibility and 

sportsmanship. The third presentation has as its focus drug, alcohol and tobacco use prevention. High 

school Heroes return to the same classroom each time, building a bond with the younger students.

Heroes and Cool Kids
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Honors Celebration

At the end of the second marking period, Hoboken High School held a ceremony to recognize students 
with perfect attendance (zero lates and zero absences), students who attained honors or high honors, 
and students who had been named Student of the Month. In addition, we recognized students who 
achieved certificates on the WISE Financial Literacy test and students who had achieved certification 
as Network Cabling Specialist for Copper-Based Systems. We introduced a new award, the Grit Award, 
to recognize students who showed perseverance in the face of adversity.    A brief ceremony was held 
in the auditorium for those 128 students and their families, with refreshments to follow in the cafeteria 
for families. Students received certificates at the ceremony and a dress down day during that week.  

We will continue this with a ceremony taking place soon for marking period 3. We will be announcing a 
date soon for that ceremony.  


